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remendous progress is taking place in 
biomedical research on both the basic 
and clinical aspects of  kidney diseases 

throughout the world. A substantial part of  this 
is undoubtedly contributed by the pathological 
study of  the renal biopsies, a subject which falls 
in the subspecialty of  surgical pathology known 
as nephropathology. Nephropathology is a rapid-
ly evolving field which is at the forefront of  mod-
ern research, because of  the growing epidemic of  
kidney disease throughout the world (1). 
 Kidneys also constitute the most common 
solid organs for transplantation in patients suf-
fering from end-stage renal disease (ESRD) (2). 
As a result, renal transplant pathology has simi-

T larly emerged as one of  the leading domains of  
the subspecialty of  nephropathology (3). Numer-
ous advancements have also taken place in the 
field of  renal transplant pathology in recent years 
(4, 5). 
 Many biomedical journals are published in 
English language each year, mostly from the 
western part of  the world, to cater to the increas-
ing numbers of  scholarly articles. Their number 
has increased markedly in recent years in the field 
of  nephrology, and the related fields of  urology 
and transplantation. More recently, many online 
and open access journals have also made an en-
try into the area of  biomedical publishing (6). 
Almost every issue of  the major journals in the 
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specialties of  nephrology, urology, and transplan-
tation contains a number of  papers on nephropa-
thology subjects. In spite of  the above plethora 
of  journals related to nephrology, urology and 
transplantation, there is no title in the biomedi-
cal journals on the subject of  nephropathology. 
Therefore, there is an urgent need for a readily 
and easily accessible medium for timely, efficient-
ly, and widely disseminating this research for the 
benefit of  nephrology and transplant community 
as a whole and especially clinicians involved in 
the care of  transplant patients. 
 As a matter of  fact, I was thinking for quite 
some time on this suggestion, and was excited 
when Professor Hamid Nasri floated the idea of  
this journal a couple of  months ago. I responded 
to him in no time, which explains my enthusi-
asm with this adventure. There are several rea-
sons for my extraordinary euphoria on this idea. 
Our group has published many papers in the re-
cent past on the pathological aspects of  the kid-
ney diseases and we often found it quite difficult 
to publish our work in mainstream nephrology 
journal (7-12). The research from the third world 
countries receives lowest priority scores in inter-
national journals. Moreover, there are also issues 
of  delay, cost, length of  the article, access to the 
journals and so on (6). Many of  the major jour-
nals also charge the authors for extra printed pa-
pers and the color photographs. 
 The scientific community in Islamic Republic 
of  Iran has been at the forefront of  biomedical 
research and publications. Many quality peer-re-
viewed journals are being published from Islamic 
Republic of  Iran in the fields of  nephrology, urol-
ogy, and transplantation. As such, Islamic Repub-
lic of  Iran is a proper place for the publication 
of  this new journal on nephropathology. Against 
the backdrop of  the above facts, the journal of  
nephropathology is the need of  the hour (www.
nephropathol.com). It is a welcome addition to 
the growing list of  scientific journals, in general 

and journals related to the fields of  nephrology 
and renal transplantation from developing coun-
tries, in particular. It will serve as both a reference 
source for innovative research and an education-
al tool for both the nephrologists and nephro-
pathologists alike. It is truly an international jour-
nal as reflected by the origin of  the members of  
editorial board. The journal also has associate 
editors from different parts of  the world and will 
publish original articles, review articles, case re-
ports, and practice guidelines relating to both the 
basic and clinical aspects of  nephropathology. To 
start with, the journal will be published triannu-
ally; its frequency will be increased in the future. 
The journal welcomes articles from all over the 
world, with priority given to those articles origi-
nating from the third world countries.
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